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Partners in Creation
Rabbi Emily E. Segal

Motzi, the blessing for bread is one of the most well-known blessings 
because we can recite it before most meals and many snacks.  In the time 
of Torah and of the early rabbis, bread was considered to be a full meal 
unto itself, and the word lechem, bread, was also used to reference food 
or meals generally.  Sharing a meal – or “breaking bread”– has indicated 
not only sitting down to physical nourishment but also to a meal shared in 
community or among friends.  For two thousand years, Motzi has often been 
the fi rst blessing that little children learn, becoming ingrained easily because 
it is so often repeated.  Baruch Atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech Ha’olam, 
HaMotzi Lechem Min Ha’aretz – Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the 
Universe, Who brings forth bread from the earth.”  

Now, this blessing is striking not only in its frequent utilization but also in 
its phrasing; it is just not true that God simply causes bread to spring forth 
from the earth!  Yes, God created the miracle of life, implanting within 
each seed the ability to grow.  Yet in order for bread to exist, humans must 
plant and tend seeds.  They must harvest the wheat and process it into fl our.  And even then, fl our 
must be combined with other ingredients – water, yeast, salt, and often more – and baked in order for 
bread to fi nally emerge.  Emphasizing this further, this blessing is based on Psalm 104:14, which speaks 
of God making grass grow so that humans may bring forth bread from the earth.  Motzi is a beautiful 
demonstration of how we partner with God in bringing creation to fruition.  It reminds us not only of our 
connection to our heritage and culture, not only of God as Creator, but also that it is in the marriage of 
divine action and human eff ort that both spiritual and physical sustenance come into being.  

We refer to so many things as blessings in our lives – fi nding love with our spouse or partner, watching 
our children grow into kind and capable teens or adults, work that is meaningful, comfortable homes, 
good health, and more.  But it is so often the case that the things we consider blessings actually take time 
and eff ort (and diffi  culty!) to create!   

In this moment, I am struck by the blessings of our Temple Chai family.  Already in these short months 
since July 1st, I am grateful for our community of deep care; inclusivity and welcome that is spoken and 
lived; our rich culture of lifelong learning; our incredible team of clergy, staff , lay leaders, and volunteers 
who give so freely of their time, energy, and expertise to guide our temple with such wisdom and 
foresight.  None of these simply “happened;” each are the result of your eff ort and energy through the 45+ 
years of our congregation’s history, which we are blessed to experience today.

I look ahead also to the blessings that await us in the future, which we will create together: deepened 
friendships and relationships; growth as individuals and as a community through cultivating lives of 
purpose and goodness on the foundation of Jewish wisdom; joyful engagement in the fullness of what it 
means to be Jewish and “do Jewish” in this moment and in days ahead; and so much more.  In the coming 
months we will also have exciting and important decisions to make and plans to create for our future 
physical home as we plan not only what it will look like but - even more importantly – discover what it 
will enable us to create together, and what it will enable us to bequeath to future generations of our 
community.  

We are blessed, indeed, at Temple Chai, here in is moment and as we look ahead together.  We have 
seeds to plant and tend, wheat to harvest and process, yeast to be added, yes.  But what will emerge for 
us as a community will not only be beautiful, not only be exciting, but it will nourish us and enable us to 
grow.

Scott, Samantha, and Ezra join me in wishing each of you and those you love a New Year of health, joy, 
learning, and sustenance.

Shanah Tovah,

Rabbi Emily E. Segal



T’kiah!
Rabbi Bonnie Koppell

Cantor’s Corner
Cantor Ross Wolman

T’kiah! In ancient Israel, the sound of the shofar brought the community 
together. Today, the tradition continues. We come together as the new year 
approaches with the piercing cry to look within, to examine our ways, to 
WAKE UP to who we are and who we want to be.

• The rounded shape of the shofar symbolizes the humility we feel when 
we realize that we have strayed from the path towards our highest 
selves. We bow our heads with a deep sense of teshuvah, of repentance 
and return. We remind ourselves of the holiness of God’s image, 
manifest in ourselves and others.

• When words fail us, when prayer is inadequate, it is the sound of the 
shofar which refl ects our soul crying out to God for help as we seek to 
repair ourselves and our world.  The sound of the shofar transports us 
directly into God’s presence.

• Listen to the blasts of the shofar.  In our youth, we are tekiah- passionate 
and strong.  As we move through life, we become sh’varim and t’ruah - a little bit broken, a lot broken.  
Yet, we end with t’kiah g’dolah - one long, loud, intense note.

So may it be for us.  We may feel our broken-ness, and yet, the High Holy Days off er us the hope that we 
will be restored in the year ahead.  The shofar calls on us to wake up to the opportunity a new year brings.  
May our journey through these days of awe move us and our world from brokenness to wholeness.

Rabbi Bonnie Koppell

At this time of year, we spend time in two worlds: celebration and refl ection. 
I hope this playlist will inspire and help you connect with these most sacred 
days. The playlist is available on Apple Music & Spotify. Play them while 
working, cooking, enjoying family time, or in quiet moments as you consider 
the new year. 

If you unfamiliar with the QR codes below, most smart phones can scan 
them using the camera app. Feel free to be in touch with any questions. 

On Erev Rosh Hashanah, Prayer Lab and Traditional services will be com-
bined into one service and we hope you will enjoy the balance of tradition 
and innovation. 

Shanah Tovah!

Cantor Ross Wolman

Apple Music Spotify



Looking Forward, Joyously
Zach Dunn

I give myself the green light to move forward, and to joyously embrace the new.
~ Louise Hay

This quote came across my screen one day about a year and a half ago. I 
had just started my search process that ultimately brought me to Temple 
Chai. It was interesting that such a quote would strike me in such a way. I 
have always been a proponent of change when I am working or just in daily 
life, so it seemed odd that this would resonate in such a way. As I sat and 
thought through why it was so striking, it hit me. “Joyously” is not a feeling 
that I, personally, ascribed to the notion of change. I felt that change is 
always necessary and inevitable in any situation. However, the sense of 
joyously embracing a change was not something that I appreciated as much 
as I do now.

I came to Temple Chai not knowing a soul (apart from David Weiner and Janice Dinner) and jumped in 
headfi rst. It was daunting with a lot of unknowns coming my way. I was ready for it in my usual nonchalant 
nature. However, the feeling of joy was palpable at Temple Chai. People really love to be here and to be 
with each other. Your staff  bring joy to their work every day. Joan is always happy to connect with people 
in meaningful ways. Sheana strives daily to focus in on the details and make sure it is done right. Sal and 
Jorge use every bit of their strength making sure the temple is ready to go for any event and presentable 
for members and guests. Virginia keeps her keen eye on the details of our books with her quiet 
confi dence. Amanda “loves to see the joy in the eyes of your children” as they learn here on Sundays with 
our beloved Religious School teachers. Leah, Malka, Kelly, and all our dedicated teachers love and care 
for our smallest of members and friends every day at the ECC. Chi has embraced a new role with passion 
and dedication for our community. All these people have embraced all the changes I have thrown their 
way in my short tenure here with a sense of joy. I have learned from all of them how to joyously embrace 
change with forward thinking. For that and for their hard work and dedication, I thank them immensely 
from the bottom of my now joy-fi lled heart.

Temple Chai is poised for an incredible year ahead and I would encourage all of us to joyously embrace 
what will be some more change. At some point very soon, we will have a new physical home, a positive 
fi nancial outlook that one probably would not have guessed given the past decade, new members 
coming to see our incredible clergy team on Shabbat as well as so much more. We can be happy about 
all of this. However, none of it would have been possible without the courage and spirit of this community 
of people. YOU are the examples of joy that this temple radiates. Every person who calls themselves 
members of Temple Chai truly are beacons that draw many in and keeps the spirit of joy alive. I know 
that this will travel into the new physical home; giving clarity that it is not the building that makes the 
congregation, it is the people. 

May 5783 bring you and your family and this community much to celebrate. I am honored to be here 
and thankful for the steadfast support and kindness that I have received since becoming your Executive 
Director. 

On behalf of my family, L’shanah Tovah! May this be a sweet and meaningful new year. 

Zach Dunn
Executive Director



A Message from the President
David Weiner

As we get ready to celebrate the New Year I look back at the past year with 
much gratitude. When I hear people describe Temple Chai as a welcoming 
community to all it brings me such happiness.  It is what makes us special.   

We ended the year with an engaged membership of so many volunteers  
showing their care for our temple community. I am so proud of the many 
things that make Temple Chai unique.  The Shalom Center looks after our 
members in need with respect and compassion. Our ECC off ers a nurturing 
and caring  environment for our little ones,  while the Religious School 
prepares our youth for their future. Our music program continues to off er 
inspiration and joy to all,  while our love of learning is always at the forefront. 

We have had so many volunteers help us chart our course for the coming 
year with more than 80 members stepping up to lend a hand. Whether it’s 
our Finance, Hospitality, or Real Estate Committees or those that dedicated their time to our Listening 
Sessions,  we are fortunate to have so many people that care about our future. If you have an interest in 
volunteering, please let the offi  ce know. We begin 5783 with our new Senior Rabbi who is reinvigorating our 
social action programs and outreach to our youth, and so much more. 

This past year has kept the board busy responding to a search for our new home while welcoming Rabbi 
Segal and making sure we kept our community safe and healthy. The board is beginning to look at 5783 
as our opportunity to better defi ne our governance processes and make sure we are a responsive and a 
visionary board. Our opportunities are endless as we position Temple Chai for the next generation. We all 
want the best for our children, youth and seniors and won’t lose sight of this. 

In closing, I am thankful to a very dedicated board that is diverse, caring, and sensitive to each one of your 
needs. We are a volunteer-driven organization,  with a hard-working, loyal staff  and clergy team that is 
so caring, and we can’t do this without your support.   We are here to serve our fellow congregants with 
transparency and respect. Please continue to bring your ideas and desires forward as we all move to new 
heights in 5783.

We have much to be thankful for as we look to the New Year. I wish everyone a sweet, healthy and happy 
New Year. 

David Weiner
Temple Chai President

Thank you to our Board of Directors - 2022 - 2023

Lori Bruggeman, VP Finance
Dedrie Cohen
Ingrid Gold
Jerome Gutkin
Robert Kaplan, VP at Large
Meaghan Kramer

Jeff  Kravetz
Brett Kurland, VP at Large
Michael Loya
Jonathan Miller, VP at Large
Lea Plosker, VP Education
Don Schon

Mandy Watkins
David Weiner, President
Betsy Zangara
Alan Zeichick, VP Administration
Janice Dinner, Immediate Past   
 President



At Temple Chai Early Childhood Center children are valued as capable and 
competent members of our community. We believe in a strong image of the child 
where relationships are at the core of our practice. We are dedicated to planting the 
seeds that will nurture creativity, wonder and curiosity rooted in Jewish values while 
cultivating a love of life-long learning and discovery.

As we enter 5783 and take this time to refl ect, I want to thank the educators, families, 
Temple staff  members, and especially the children who fi ll our halls with laughter. You 
are what turns this school building, into a school family. 

Leah Lyndon
Director of Early Childhood Education  

E a r l y  C h i l d h o o d  C e n t e r

R e l i g i o u s  S c h o o l
This year at Temple Chai Religious School, we are dedicated not only to helping our 
students acquire basic Jewish knowledge, but also to helping them uncover, wrestle 
with, and discover what that knowledge means to them. Using discussions, experiences, 
play, study, experimentation, and creativity, we are a home for our students where they 
can engage with Jewish friends, be excited about their Jewish identities, explore why 
Judaism is meaningful for them, and be active upstanders in their community.

Lower-primary students spend the year building community, learning about Jewish 
holidays, Torah stories, middot (Jewish Values), and Hebrew. Upper-primary students 
dive  into the nuances of the Hebrew language while participating in our Yalla (Let’s 
Go) program, allowing them to choose their own Judaica adventure. Our high school 
students spend the year focusing on leadership, life skills, and Jewish identity.

I am proud of our teachers, staff , and families who are working together to ensure that 
our students develop a positive Jewish identity with a strong sense of community and a 
love of Judaism that will be profound and lasting.

Amanda Campbell
Director of Education



Tot 
Shabbat

First Friday of the Month
5:00 pm

Questions? Contact Leah Lyndon at 
llyndon@templechai.com

Informal. Accessible. Personal

Fridays

November 18

February 10

May 19
6:15 pm

Th e old shall be made new and the new shall be made holy.
                                                                                                 Rav Kook

SHABBAT AM!
SOULFUL. JOYFUL. ALIVE

 Rabbi Emily Segal     Rabbi Bonnie Koppell      

Cantor Ross Wolman

Prayer For The Heart
Ideas for the Mind
Music For The Soul
Shacharit Service

Upcoming Services
October 29

December 3 - Hike & Service 

An interactive service 
for children ages 0-5 

and their families

PRAYER
LAB



We are excited to announce that Temple Chai Temple Youth (TCTY) 
Programming is back! 

TCTY is a youth group program run by Temple Chai. All youth are welcome 
regardless of membership. 

The groups meet approximately every eight weeks. Each event is an opportunity 
for kids to build new relationship and deepen existing relationships with other 
Jewish kids. We have three diff erent youth off erings based on age group.

All Youth Group events are free of charge. The kids may participate in fundraising 
eff orts throughout the program year. Please visit: templechai.com/youth for more 
information.

Temple Chai’s Family Programs create fun and meaningful memories for families. These programs allow 
families within our congregation to experience the simcha of being a Jewish community, together.

Details coming soon for our Family Movie Night
October 22nd, 2022 at 6:30 pm
Temple Chai Courtyard

Upcoming programs include - a family friendly Tikkun Olam event, Jewish story-time, and
Holiday Celebrations.

Contact Chi Isiogu at cisiogu@templechai.com for more information on family programming.

Y o u t h  P r o g r a m m i n g

F a m i l y  P r o g r a m m i n g

TCTCTCTCTCTYTYTYTYT MMMMMiniiii iii ii ((3((( rdddddd – 5thhhthh gradeddddd )))))) wiiiiillllllllll meett on tthehhhhh fffff lolllllllloll wiiiiing dddddd tates:

October 9th, 2022
January 22nd, 2023

March 5th, 2023
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Contact Chi Isiogu at cisiogu@templechai.com for TCTY Mini and general youth programming 
questions.

Contact Zac Abrams at zabrams@templechai.com for TCTY Jr and TCTY questions.

TCTCTCTCTCTCTCTYTYTYTYTYTYTYY (((((((((((9-12ththhhhthhhththh graddedddddddddd )))))))) wiiiiiilllllllllllll meet ttt on tttthehhhhhhhh fffffffolllllllllllllollllll wiiiiiiiing dddddddattttttes:

October 9th, 2022
November 20th, 2022

January 8th, 2023
February 12th, 2023

April 2nd, 2023
MaMaMaMaMaMMaMaMaMaMaMaMaMaMaaMaMay y yy yy yy yy y y yyy yyyyyyyyy 7t7t7t7t7t7t7t7t7t7t77t7t7t7tt7t7t7777777 h,h,h,hh,h,h,h,h,h,h,h,h,h,h,h,,,, 22222222222222222220202020220202020202020202020202233333333333333333333333
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October 9th, 2022
January 29th, 2023
March 26th, 2023
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D e u t s c h  F a m i l y  S h a l o m  C e n t e r
The Shalom Center at Temple Chai promotes growth, healing, and wholeness toward creating peace of 
mind, body, and soul.  Founded in 1996, The Shalom Center supports our members through all of life’s 
transitions – joys and sorrows.  It is the place where we talk about our deepest struggles and encourage 
emotional and spiritual growth.  The Shalom Center provides opportunities to learn, to grow, to give, and to 
receive support guided by Jewish wisdom, tradition, and compassion. 

Please contact Chi Isiogu for additional information or questions at cisiogu@templechai.com 

A loving group of trained volunteers who reach out to our members in times of joy and in times of sorrow. We off er 
comfort through connection.  The Caring Community will be recognized with a Wine and Cheese Happy Hour on 
October 11th from 5:30 - 6:30 pm in our Temple Chai sukkah. Please join us!

Elisa Lanes Caring Community

Monthly conversations focusing on the unique challenges and opportunities in our later years. You are invited to 
laugh and learn with us the fi rst Thursday of each month at 1:00 p.m. The conversation is designed for those 60+.  

Wise Aging

Monthly gatherings of likeminded book lovers! Currently on Zoom. All books are on Jewish themes or written by 
Jewish authors. This group is facilitated by Sharona Silverman.  

People of the Book Group

A safe and anonymous place for addicts, codependents, and their loved ones to grow emotionally and spiritually.  
JACS off ers Jewish perspectives on the 12-steps. Hybrid meetings: 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month on Zoom 
and in person.  For further information and the Zoom link, please contact JACSarizona@gmail.com.

JACS (Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically Dependent, and Supporters)

Drop-in grief support group for those who have experienced the loss of a loved one. Maimonides wrote that “when 
you pour out your heart, it feels lighter.”  Living Through Loss is a lifeline right when we need it most. This group is 
facilitated by Harriet Frost, MS, LMFT, Psychotherapist and Certifi ed Bereavement Counselor.  It currently meets on 
Zoom the 1st and 3rd Monday of each month, 4:30pm -6:00pm. 

Living Through Loss

Comforting those who mourn is a holy mitzvah. This group ensures that no one in our Temple Chai community is 
alone in their time of grief. Members participate in shiva minyans, bringing kindness and comfort to our members 
when they need it most. 

Shiva Minyan Support Group:

Torah Through a Mussar Lens will focus on the book of B’reishit (Genesis) from a Mussar perspective. Mussar is 
Jewish wisdom that explores the development of character/soul traits. The instructor, certifi ed mussar facilitator 
Steve Haas, will teach from the text The Mussar Torah Commentary. This class will be off ered as a hybrid; both in 
person and online on Tuesday evenings from 7:00-8:30pm, from October 18, 2022 to January 10, 2023.

Torah Through Mussar

Cooking with Kavannah, Healing Handiwork, Knitting with Kavannah will return soon!

Join Shalom Center at Temple Chai Facebook Group for up-to-date information



S o c i a l  A c t i o n

Coming soon!
We are developing a Social Action Committee! Interested in joining? Contact Chi Isiogu at cisiogu@templechai.com

Senior Programming at Temple Chai
Dor L’ Dor

Entertainment and Informative Programs 

Let Us Entertain You!
2022-23 Line Up of Entertainers and Speakers 

Allan Naplan
October 20 - 7:00 pm

Rabbi Emily Segal
November 17 - 1:00 pm

Cantor Ross Wolman
December 15 - 7:00 pm

Painting Program
January  19 - 6:00 pm

Cooking w/Natalie Levy
February  16 - 1:00 pm

Cantor Sharona Feller and 
Th e Guys

March 16 - 1:00 pm

Jewish Gangsters
w/Rabbi Scott  Segal
April 20 - 1:00 pm

May 18 - TBD

Dor L’Dor Co-Chairs

Carol and Joe Newman

A Social Program for Young-ish Folks
in their 20s - 40s

Upcoming Events
Sukkot Celebra  on - October 13, 6:30 pm 
Hosted by Rabbi Segal
Havdalah - Hosted by the Watamarcos 
Chanukkah Fun - November 12, 7:00 pm 
Hosted by Emily Langowitz & 
Meaghan Kramer
December 22, 7:00 pm

For more informa  on, contact Chi Isiogu
at cisiogu@templechai.com 

Annual High Holy Days Food Drive
Temple Chai regularly collects more than 
10,000 pounds of food for the Paradise Valley 
Emergency Food Bank. This initiative is lead by 
the teens at Temple Chai and gives them the 
opportunity to make a diff erence by collecting 
the food, loading the truck, and unloading the 
truck at the food bank. We are also collecting 

grocery store gift cards which will allow PV Emergency 
Food Bank to purchase items they need most.

Peanut Butter and Fluff  Night
On December 
24, join with a 
few hundred 
of your Temple 
Chai friends to 
make peanut 

butter and fl uff  sandwiches for 
St. Vincent de Paul kitchen. Each 
year, Temple Chai donates more 
than 14,000 sandwiches to help 
feed the hungry.

Mitzvah Mall
The Ellen Woodnick Mitzvah Mall 
promotes G’milut Chasadim (Acts of 
Loving Kindness) within our community 
and provides a meaningful holiday gift-
giving alternative. The Mitzvah Mall is 
a fair of non-profi t organizations which 
promote charitable giving. Every student 
in our Religious School and community 

members participate in the Mitzvah Mall to shop among 
the charities that are represented. At each station, 
donations for a particular charity may be purchased 
in amounts ranging from $1 to $18 in exchange for a 
certifi cate to hand out stating how the donated money 
will be used by that organization.

Mac and Cheese for 
Purim

Bring boxes of 
macaroni and 
cheese to use 
as groggers 
at our Purim 
celebrations. 
After Purim, all 

the mac and cheese will 
be donated to Just 3 
Things.

L’Taken Social Justice Trip
Our 10th grade Confi rmation students 
travel to Washington, DC to get an up-close 
view of the machinery of the United States 
government. Through group topic selection 
and speechwriting, they lobby our legislators 
regarding issues of importance to them.



Chai Connect Circle Off erings

Clink: 
Are you a wine, 
beer, or spirits 

enthusiast? This Circle 
meets monthly for a 

happy hour or tasting. 
Please drink 
responsibly!

Hiking Buddies: 
If you like to hike, 

this Circle is for you! 
The leader will organize a 

monthly group hike at one of 
the beautiful hiking trails in 
the Valley. All experience 

levels are welcome.

Plant-
based Eaters: 

Did you know that 
going vegan can stop the 

deforestation, soil degradation, 
and greenhouse gas emissions 

associated with meat production, 
helping to slow climate change and 

secure our global food supply? If 
you’re interested in becoming 
vegan or incorporating plant-
based eating into your diet, 

join this Circle!

Mahjong Mania: 
Mahjong is originally a 

Chinese tile-based game 
whose American version has 

swept the Jewish community. From 
the mahjong curious, to mahjong 
beginners, to seasoned pros, this 

Circle celebrates all things mahjong. 
They gather once a month to play 
and teach this exciting game of 

memory and strategy.

Club Shabbos: 
This Circle is all about 

sharing the beauty of Shabbat 
with other congregants. Club 

Shabbos meets once a month on a 
Friday night. Come share a meal and 
observe Shabbat traditions with other 
Temple Chai members. Some months 
will be hosted in congregant homes 

while others will be dinner out 
after Kabbalat Shabbat 

service.

Families 
with Teens: 

Teenage years bring 
unique challenges as 

well as unique rewards for 
families. In addition to doing 

fun things together, this 
Circle is designed to be a 

network of support for 
families with teens.

Are you interested in building more meaningful connections with other Temple Chai members? Join Chai Connect! 
This program consists of several peer-led Circles that will provide pathways to connect our members to one 
another and to the larger Temple Chai community around shared interests and life stages. Chai Connect Circles are 
casually structured events and opportunities designed to deepen relationships among congregants. If you would 
like to join or start your own Circle, please visit the Chai Connect Circles webpage at templechai.com/chaiconnect.

Frequently Asked Questions
Q: Do you have to be a member to join a Chai Connect Circle?
A: Yes, Chai Connect is for members of Temple Chai only.

Q: What is the time commitment?
A: Most Circles will meet monthly; however, the frequency and length of time is determined by the leader(s). If you 
sign up for a Circle, expect to commit to attending once a month for at least four months.

Q: What is Temple Chai’s involvement in each Circle?
A: Circle leaders will receive support and training to facilitate positive group dynamics.

Q: How much does joining a Circle cost?
A: The cost to participate in each Circle is determined by the leader(s). Some will be free to participate in, while 
others will require a fi nancial contribution.

Q: Can I sign up for multiple Circles?
A: Yes, you may participate in as many circles as you’d like, however, we ask that Circle leaders commit to leading 
one Circle at a time.

Q: Who do I contact for more information about Chai Connect Circles?
A: Please contact Chi Isiogu at cisiogu@templechai.com

C h a i  C o n n e c t 



Sunday Mornings
10/30, 11/18, 12/18, 1/29, 3/26, 4/30

9:45 - 10:30 am 

You’ve already enjoyed your first cup of coffee
at home or on the go.

Relax and enjoy your second cup of coffee
with a side of stimulating conversation on a
different topic each month with Rabbi Segal.  

RSVP not required; coffee recommendations
always requested.

For more information, contact Rabbi Segal
at rabbisegal@templechai.com

Coffee & 
Conversation 

with 
Rabbi Segal

Second Cup



Join Rabbi Segal on Shabbat afternoon for learning and light refreshment.  It is traditional to eat a third meal 
(“S’udah Sh’lishit”) on Shabbat, and this will be a wonderful chance for some physical and intellectual nourishment.  
Topics will be shared as events approach. 

Upcoming dates and time: November 5 and December 10 at 3:30 pm. 

A d u l t  L e a r n i n g  a t  Te m p l e  C h a i 
"The thing I love about this temple is that you are free to ask and learn anything you would like." - Lauren, 5th Grade

Asking questions is a foundation of the Jewish way.  Your rabbis and cantor love when you bring us your questions 
about any aspects of our incredible tradition.  Call the offi  ce ANY TIME to schedule an appointment to talk!

On Sunday mornings during Religious School, our hallways resound with the sound of intense study, as we gather 
together to explore the Book of Genesis in great depth.  Sharing commentaries ancient and contemporary, as well 
as the Torah of our lives, Torah study is a drop-in opportunity for learning.  

Meet us in the Staff  Lounge from 9:45 - 10:45 am.

“Who is wise?  The person who learns from everyone.”  Pirke Avot 4.1

Pirke Avot is the Talmudic text that speaks to the ethics of everyday life.  Twice a month on Thursday evenings, we 
meet from 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. to ponder how this ancient wisdom is so meaningful to our lives today.

Never went to Religious School?  Didn’t pay attention?  Thinking about becoming Jewish?  This 16-week class 
explores the Jewish life-cycle, holidays, history and more.  Co-sponsored by 4 local Reform congregations, the 
location rotates but always includes Temple Chai clergy.

Join Rabbi Koppell with representatives from the Christian and Muslim communities - Living Our Faith:  A Tri-Faith 
Discussion Topic “Gossip vs. Concern” on November 15, 2022, at 6 pm via Zoom.

On Sunday afternoon, January 6th from 1:00 - 5:00 pm, join with Christian and Muslim neighbors as we explore 
our connections to the Biblical text.  This will be a meaningful opportunity for conversation and connection at the 
Phoenix Diocesan Pastoral Center - stay tuned for details.

Curious about the mikveh? Watch for details on this workshop touring a local mikveh and studying how this ancient 
ritual continues to be a source of spiritual healing. More information to follow.

TORAH STUDY

PIRKE AVOT

INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM

GOSSIP

PEOPLE OF THE BOOK

HEALING WATERS

Nosh & Drash

E c o C h a i 
Do you have a passion for the environment? Join us in this New Year as we put our Jewish values into action. We 
will be creating ways of sustainability for our community by helping to lower our carbon footprint and live lightly on 
our amazing planet!

By recycling, using green products, composting, less food waste, less plastic use, energy effi  ciency, environmental 
justice, plant-based food options, a community garden and so much more, we can make a diff erence!  Help us 
make this happen! We welcome all ages, all ideas.  Co-chairs: Nona Siegel (602-326-8851) and Ingrid Gold.



Thank You to our
Temple Chai Legacy Society Donors

Anonymous (4)
Daron Barness
Teri Berman
Diane and Frank Blake
Debbie and Gary Blyn
Cindy and Adam Brooks
Mari Chernow and Kara Thieleman
Andrea and Greg Cohen
Teri and Dan Cohen
Dedrie and Matt Cohen 
Francine Coles
Janice and Dean Dinner
Diane and John Eckstein
Flo and Paul Eckstein
Anita Eisenhart
Ellen and Lee Eisinberg
Diana and Mark Feldman
Barbara and Stephen Finberg
Lory and Ron Fischler
Marlyne Freedman

Judi Glass
Sandi and Paul Goldstein
Stephen Haas
Peg and Neil Hiller
Helen and Jerry Holden
Amy and Alan Isaacson
Carol and Norman Janoff 
Lisa Kaiser
Ginny Keller
Marty Keller
Randi and Barry Kipnis
Cindy and Jeff  Kleiman
Sandy and Jeff  Kravetz
Karen and Ken Kravitz
Kim and Charles Leight
Betsy Leonard
Lisa and Howard Luber
Carol and Joe Newman
Joyce Opria
Nora and Steve Perlmutter

Sheryl and Richard Quen
Rachel and Elliot Rabinovich
Sandy and Seymour Rife 
Esther and Don Schon
Rabbis Emily and Scott Segal
Bruce Selin
Mayor Shanken and Sharon Lewis
Sheryl and Joel Sherman
Nona and Mickey Siegel
Laural and Arnie Sigel
Betsy and Gary Silber
Barbara and Barrett Silver
Beryl and Errol Sweet
Merle and Arnie Weiner
Gary Weiss and Debbie Berkowitz
Jessica and Joshua Yanow
Robyn Young
Carole and Alan Zeichick
Marilyn and Joel Zolondek

Please join this important eff ort on behalf of future generations at Temple Chai
Contact Temple Chai at 602-971-1234

The Temple Chai Judaica Shop is the number one spot for 
top-quality Judaica and Israeli products! We carry everything for 
rituals and holidays, B-Mitzvah, babies, weddings, Jewish jewelry, 
Gifts, and more.

Visit us, or shop online! www.templechai.com.

Randi Cutler, Barbara Grossman, Lorraine Harmon, Shawn MacMillan, Andra Prager, and Rita Stahl

A Special Thank You to Toni Dusik, Esther North, Barb Newmeyer for assisting with the inventory and getting the shop 
online.

Te m p l e  C h a i  J u d a i c a  S h o p

Thank You to our Judaica Shop Volunteers

oopppppppppppppp oo ee ee pppppp eecc aa ccoopppppppppp pp

For more information
contact Joan at 

jneer@templechai.com



Teri Berman, Wendy Gralnek, Barbara Grossman, Peg Hiller, Barb Honiberg, Beth Isaacs, Barbara Mayl and           
Debbie Rubin

Barbara Grossman, Steve Haas, Lenore Kulliver, Hope Weiss, Natalie Levy and Carole Zeichick

 

Sheila Berkowitz, Teri Berman, Nancy Dallett, Kathy Darrow, Ellie Gersten, Sada Gilbert, Jay Guttenberg, Carol 
Janoff , Ginny Keller, Jeff  Kleiman, Malcolm Loeb, Bobbi Malin, Jetta Melnick, Carol Newman, Nora Perlmutter,                      
Sue Prouty, Dorie Sanders, Brant Saperstein, Ted Schlossmacher, Mark Shore, Ilene Singer, Diana Suchoff ,                          
Nori Sweet, John Thompson, Lois von Halle, and Hope Weiss

 
Nicki Kaplan, Sophie Kaplan, Michael Moramarco, Joel Swedlove, Nori Sweet, and Aviv Wolman
 

Jeremiah Kaplan, Dan Kurek, Steve Ozer, Eric Schaefer, Joel Swedlove, and Ruth Wenger 

 
Dylan Abrams, Hilary Barnes, Teri Berman, Ben Campbell, Nancy Dallett, Cindy Dembowski, Jordana Dembowski, 
Marc Dembowski, Jennifer Eckstein, Alan English, Burt Feuerstein, Bruce Goldberg, Julie House, Alan Isaacson,            
Aric Isaacson, Ginny Keller, Jeff  Kleiman, Adrienne Kurland, Jonah Kurland, Danny Ozer, Brant Saperstein, and            
Lucas Schaefer

Jeremy Harris, Rabbi Bonnie Koppell, Nora Perlmutter, Cody Rosen, Vic Rosen, and David Sandweiss

Paul Eckstein, Lori Fischler, Joel Kramer, Lanny Lahr, Art Paikowsky, John Thompson, Don Schon, Gary Weiss, and 
Alan Zeichick

Steve Haas, Cat White, and Michelle White

Frank Blake, Davvid Flax, Bonnie Gottlieb, Marc Gottlieb, Sandra Kane, Jetta Melnick, Carol Newman, Joe Newman, 
Cathy Shalen, Arnie Sigel, and Laural Sigel 

Teri Berman, Kathy Darrow, Barbara Grossman, Sandra Kane, Ginny Keller, Carol Knoppow, Deborah Mendelson,  
Alicia Messing, Ann Spector, and Robert Weiner             

Lindsay Ackerman, Iris Fox, Emily Gilman, Marc Gottlieb, Steve Haas, Julie House, Alan Isaacson, Amy Isaacson,         
Cindy Kleiman, Jeff  Kleiman, Natalie Levy, Deborah Mendelson, Alicia Messing, Sarah Paikowsky, Nora Perlmutter, 
Sharon Salomon, Nona Siegel, Sharona Silverman, Robert Weiner, and Hope Weiss

Judy Bernstein, Lee Eisinberg, Ron Fischler, Lisa Gildar, Marc Gottlieb, Bobby Kaplan, Carol Knoppow,                 
Charles Knoppow, Jeff  Kravetz, Shawn MacMillan, Matthew Newman, Mickey Siegel, Norm Spector, and                   
Betsy Zangara

Debbie Berkowitz, Judy Bernstein, Lori Bruggeman, Teri Cohen, Jeanne Duncan, Michael Loya, Barbara Mayl,           
Michael Moramarco, Sarah Paikowsky, Lea Plosker, Cori Rosen, Cathy Shalen, Nona Siegel, Don Schon, and              
Esther Schon

To d a h  R a b b a h !
It takes a village...and we are so grateful for all of you, and what you do for our Temple Chai Community.

Thank You to our Offi  ce Volunteers

Thank You to our Dorot Ensemble

Thank You to our Prayer Lab Ensemble 

Thank You to our Torah Chanters 

Thank You to our Haftarah Chanters 

Thank You to our Senior Rabbi Transition Team

Thank You to our Shalom Center Volunteers

Thank You to our Real Estate Search Committee

Thank You to our Dor l’Dor Committee

Thank You to our Hospitality Committee

Thank You to our Adult Choir, Under the Direction of Dan Kurek 

Thank You to our Advisory Council

Thank You to our Membership Committee

Thank You to our Clergy Support Committee



January 6 - 8
With Special Kabbalat Shabbat Service

and Installation - January 6
with special guest scholar, Rabbi Amy R. Perlin

Rabbi Segal’s cherished mentor and lifelong rabbi

Rabbi Perlin was the fi rst woman rabbi to
found her own congregation. She is a leader

in the Reform Movement and beyond, 
serving on the Board of Governors of

Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion. 

Mark your calendars and watch for more details coming soon!

Installation of our Senior Rabbi Emily Segal
A Weekend of Celebration of our Temple Chai Community


